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By Dannie Joe Carper & Craig Bentley,
Clay Intermediate
 How do you change a bunch of plastic caps into 
a park bench? Well, it’s a long road that takes a lot of 
students, staff, and parental involvement. Our journey 
began last year when our Nature Club was looking for ways 
to spruce up the courtyard at Clay Intermediate Center. Our 
Assistant Principal, Mr. Luczynski, found a program that 
would let you recycle plastic lids into plastic park benches. 
This seemed perfect for our courtyard renewal projects, and 
was a good way to get the entire Clay Intermediate Center 
family involved in a service project.
 The company that sponsors the program is Green 
Tree Plastics in Evansville, Indiana. They require a certain 
amount of lids and money for each item.  In our case, the 
goal was to collect enough lids for a six-foot park bench 
with a back. That meant we had to get 400 lbs. of lids 
and $225.00. It took a lot of help from Mrs. Pol in the 
attendance office, Mrs. Justice’s 8th grade Language Arts 
classes, the Nature Club, and my Life Skills class to get 
the lids rolling in by the pound. We also received a large 
donation of lids from Ms. Benassi at Monroe Primary, and 
several local Walgreens Pharmacies also saved lids.
 The Life Skills students, along with the Student 
Council, did an amazing job cleaning, weighing, and 
organizing the caps/lids as they came in. Once they were 
weighed, we put them in plastic bags and began to create a 
display for the school to see. As the rest of the school took 
notice of our efforts, they began to bring in more caps and 
lids. With the help of PTSO, and the Clay Intermediate 
Center family, we were able to purchase two benches for 
our courtyard.                                                                                                                              
 After a long drive to Evansville during spring 
break 2016, it was time to drop off the caps and bring our 
benches home. Everyone was delighted when they returned 
to school after spring break to see the benches. The best 
part was seeing how proud my Life Skills students were of 
their efforts. So, what’s next? We are now collecting caps 
and lids to purchase a handicap accessible picnic table to 
go along with the benches. Stay tuned for updates and don’t 
forget to send in your caps and lids!!

Clay Intermediate Class “Caps Off” a Special Project!

Tell Us What’s Happening—
Send Us the News!!

 Know of a special teacher who is doing 
something creative? Heard about a student or a 
classroom project that merits recognition? Have 
some teaching tips you would like to share with 
your fellow professionals? Parents, do you know 
of resources or have ideas that other parents or 
teachers might find useful? Send us the news and 
we will publish it in The Special Edition. Contact 
any of the editors in person or via their SBCSC 
email or send to: tspencer@sbcsc.k12.in.us  All 
news is “special”!!

(If you would like to contribute to Mr. Bentley’s ongoing 
project send or bring your plastic caps and lids to Clay 
Intermediate Center, 52900 Lily Road, South Bend, 
IN 46637. We take all plastic lids except: pumper lids, 
petroleum product lids, dirty lids, or lids/ bottles with 
labels stuck to them. Medicine bottles and lids make up 
nearly half of our supply. We do not take any bottles 
except medicine bottles.)

Students in Craig Bentley’s Life Skills class stand 
proudly in front of the plastic lids they helped collect.
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Who’s Who around Special Ed.
(A column devoted to introducing 

Special Education Paraprofessionals 
around the SBCSC)

by Tom Spencer, Editor
 Special Education programs and professionals across the 
country will deal with a number of challenging problems and issues 
in 2017 that reflect the rapidly changing nature of the profession and 
education in general. Teacher shortages, racial and ethnic disparity in 
special education programs, funding of services, and legal rulings are 
just a few of the many long standing topics that will continue to impact 
school districts nationwide. 

For many states finding qualified teachers to fill both regular 
and special education classrooms continues to be a growing problem. 
Retirements of large numbers of teachers from the “baby boomer” 
generation, a decline in the number of students entering education 
programs, and a high proportion of teachers leaving special education are 
among the reasons for the problem. Indiana is one of the states currently 
seeking solutions to a shortage in qualified teachers.  Some proposed 
solutions to the problem such as changes in teacher licensure that would 
make it easier and quicker to obtain a teaching license, have become 
politically divisive. In August, 2016 the Department of Education 
published a listing of teacher shortages nationwide. The document can be 
found online at: www.2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/pol/tsa.pdf 

The claim that minorities are overrepresented in special 
education classes is an issue that has been ongoing for several years. To 
facilitate a more systematic method of determining disproportionality 
across the states so that better solutions can be implemented, the 
U.S. Department of Education has proposed a universal standardized 
measurement to assess disproportionality. The Department asked 
for input from educators, researchers and advocates from around the 
country before finalizing the rule. A final announcement on the rule is 
expected soon. A multi-year government report on racial and ethnic 
disproportionality can be accessed online at: www.2.ed.gov/programs/
osepidea/618/LEA-racial-ethnic-disparities-tables/index.html                            

The United States Supreme Court has agreed to hear a case 
that could have a profound impact on special education across the 
country. The case of Endrew F. v. Douglas County School District will 
address the question of how much benefit a student is entitled to as a 
result of the Individual with Disabilities Act. The case involves a teenage 
student with autism whose parents pulled him out of public school 
because they believed he was not making progress.  The parents enrolled 
their son in a private school and claim the district should be required to 
pay the school tuition. Experts in the field argue that this case will be 
pivotal in addressing the issue of what constitutes an appropriate level of 
benefits  according to the law. Depending on the outcome it could bring 
dramatic changes for special education programs nationwide. 

The Court has also agreed to hear the case of Moore v. Texas.  
Bobby Joe Moore was convicted of murder in 1980 and remains on 
death row. Moore’s claim that he has an intellectual disability and thus 
not eligible for the death penalty was denied by the state of Texas. 
In making their determination the Texas Court used a “non-clinical” 
test to determine if Moore met the criteria of intellectual disability. 
A psychologist has testified that Moore has a “borderline intellectual 
functioning.” Moore’s attorneys argue that the state has rejected “modern 
medical standards” in making their ruling. The Court’s decision will 
focus on the validity of the Texas criteria.

(Information for this article was taken in part from Education 
Week, August 3, October 12, 2016), and Disability Scoop (online), 
November 29, 2016.

Issues Impacting Special Education in 2017

Rewordify (rewordify.com), is 
an amazing site that can improve 
students’ reading and vocabu-
lary. Do you dislike dictionaries 
because they’re confusing and 
unhelpful? You’ll love Rewordify.
com’s clear, easy-to-understand 
definitions—they change to match the original word or phrase’s 
part of speech, verb tense, and singular/plural form, so they make 
sense. Copy and paste text into the site’s text box, or enter a URL 
from a web page. Rewordify automatically re”words” the text or 
the whole page. Once the hard words have been identified, you 
can create a vocabulary list, a learning lesson or a reading chart. 
Words and definitions can be read aloud. The website is free to 
use, contains no ads and works on a computer, phone or tablet. 
Great tool for teachers and students alike!
A “technology update” by Marilou Vandergriend, Editor

Cathy Woodrick
Jackson Intermediate Cts.
LifeSkills

Mary McElroy
Studebaker
SNAP

Deb Bankowski
Jackson Intermediate Ctr.
LifeSkills

April Szynski
Studebaker
SNAP

http://www.2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/pol/tsa.pdf
http://www.2.ed.gov/programs/osepidea/618/LEA-racial-ethnic-disparities-tables/index.html
http://www.2.ed.gov/programs/osepidea/618/LEA-racial-ethnic-disparities-tables/index.html


by Tom Spencer, Editor
 Anne Long reports that Project Search is currently in its sixth year at Memorial Hospital. This year’s 
class has six interns. They are working in Environmental Services, Nutritional Services, Healthworks, and 
Health and Lifestyles. Project Search received awards from the National Project Search for 100% job placement 
in the community with the 2014 graduating class. The 2015 graduates reached 79% employment and last year’s 
class currently is at 50%.

Project Search was the subject of an 
article in a recent publication of the Beacon 
Health System. “Project Amazing,” by 
Dan Przybyla was published in The BEAM 
(October 12, 2016). The article featured 
Project Search graduates and Beacon 
associates John Washington and Jose 
Newman. The article can be accessed at: 
www.beam.beaconhealthsystem.org/2016/10/ 

Young Adult Services recently had a 
very special guest speaker. Robert Fultz, who 
attended Studebaker the first year it opened, 
visited with students and staff and sang a few 
bars of the official “Studebaker Song.” Fultz 
was reportedly the first student ever to sing 
the song

“Studebaker School, the best school 
in Indiana                                                                                                                

 Studebaker School, we are all so proud of you.                                                                                                   
 There will come a day when we will have to leave you,

but we won’t forget you—Studebaker School.”

Program News and Updates

Speech-Language Hearing Association’s National Convention
By Heather Hetler, Editor (SLP/Special Education Technology Team)
 I recently attended the American Speech-Language Hearing Association’s National Convention. This 
annual conference allows me to spend three days learning with over 16,000 other speech and hearing profes-
sionals. This year I attended mostly seminars about Augmentative and Alternative Communication or ACC
 In one session, I learned how to support literacy for all learners, even those with complex communica-
tion needs using ACC. This research from Penn State University even modeled a typical scenario in the school 
district, with therapy sessions once a week for just 30 minutes. Hopefully their research will guide app devel-
opers for AAC apps to help facilitate early literacy skills. In the meantime, I look forward to implementing the 
framework by adapting some current systems
 A second session I attended focused on initial implementation of AAC for adolescents with limited com-
munication. The presenters focused on helping speech-language pathologists access ways to gain more knowl-
edge and then implement a variety of forms of AAC and increase opportunities for communication. I know 
many classrooms within SBCSC are utilizing core vocabulary, which focuses on developing the most important 
words for building communication for all. Using core vocabulary helps lead to communication opportunities for 
every student, from low tech to high
 These sessions and more gave me the opportunity to build my overall knowledge for assessing and im-
plementing AAC for all students in our district. 

Robert Fultz (front row center) visits with staff and students in the 
YAS program at Studebaker.
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AUTISM CORNER
By Chris Currey and Brenda Hinkle, SBCSC Autism Consultants

“I HATE TO WRITE!”

Summarized from the work of 
Cheryl Boucher, MSEd, OTR

 & Kathy Oehler, MS, CCC-SLP
AAPC Publishing

Many Children with autism spectrum disorders hate to write so much that even a simple writing assignment can trigger a melt-
down. Cheryl Boucher, OT, and Kathy Oehler, SLP, examine the process of writing through the eyes of a person on the autism 
spectrum and offer hundreds of practical strategies to develop successful writers.

WHY IS THE WRITING PROCESS SO DIFFICULT FOR STUDENTS WITH ASD? 
The writing process requires coordination of various motor, sensory, language and organizational skills. The brains of students 
with autism are different from those of “neurotypical” students. In students with ASD, the neural connections that allow different 
parts of the brain to communicate with each other do not work efficiently!

WHAT CAN A PARENT OR TEACHER DO TO HELP?
Here are just a few examples of Evidence-Based Practices described in the book:

*  Provide heavy work just prior to seatwork (e.g. wall push ups, brisk walk, carry heavy books).    
*  Make sure student’s feet rest solidly on the floor and desk height is about 2 inches above elbow when flexed at 90 degrees.
*  Allow student to dictate to you first and then have him copy the writing concentrating on legibility.
* Show the student EXACTLY how much he has to write. If you want him to write four sentences, give him a paper with num-
bers 1-4 spaced evenly down the left side.
*  Provide a slanted writing surface (such as a three-inch, three-ring binder turned sideways) to assist positioning of the hand.
* Experiment with various writing tools (pencil vs. fine-tip marker vs. gel pen).
*  Allow student a choice of where to write (e.g. his special “office” or at an end computer where there are fewer distractions).
* Provide a pacing area – movement sometimes facilitates language.
*  Reduce or eliminate far-point copying from the board by providing a copy at the student’s desk.
* Create a word bank to help in spelling commonly used words.
*  Provide a “story frame” in which you write sentence starters and transition phrases.
*  As a student talks out his idea, draw VERY simple pictures along a straight line as he speaks.  Have the student “read” the story 
from the pictures. This verbal rehearsal will help with logical flow of the language. Lastly, have the student write the assignment 
using this timeline/storyline as a visual support.

SBCSC Autism Consultants: Brenda Hinkle, Chris Currey, Sue Holmes, Jessica Wesaw & Carol Smoker
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